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Dr. Vella is an Associate Professor in the Division of Acute Care Surgery and Trauma, 
Department of Surgery. He currently serves as the Trauma Medical Director at the Kessler 
Trauma Center.  Dr. Vella obtained his medical degree from the Perelman School of Medicine at 
the University of Pennsylvania in 2010. He completed his general surgery residency and 
internship at Vanderbilt University Medical Center, followed by a fellowship in Surgical Critical 
Care at the Presbyterian Medical Center/University of Pennsylvania. Additionally, he earned an 
MBA from Vanderbilt University in 2015. Board-certified in General Surgery by the American 
Board of Surgery, Dr. Vella holds faculty appointments with the Department of Surgery and the 
Department of Pediatrics. His dedication to medical education has been recognized with the 
Seymour I. Schwartz, MD Faculty Excellence in Teaching Award.  
 

 

 

 


