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Objectives

Successful Resuscitation

To

Perform basic 
airway maneuvers

Perform surgical 
cricothyroidotomy

Advanced airway 
techniques

Compulsory Review of 
Airway Anatomy

1

2

3



4/13/2021

2

Airway Management 
Review
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Basic Airway 
Maneuvers
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Sniffing Position
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Endotracheal 
Intubation
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http://crashingpatient.com/wp-content/images/part1/mandible.jpg

Are difficult
airways
predictable?

Predictors 
of a 
Challenging 
Airway

22

23

24



4/13/2021

9

25

26

27



4/13/2021

10

Lee BJ, Kang JM, Kim DO (2007) Laryngeal 
exposure during laryngoscopy is better in the 
25 degrees back-up position than in the supine 
position. Br J Anaesth 99:581 586)
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http://crashingpatient.com/resuscitation/airway/airway.htm/

“But doc, what 
about cricoid 
pressure?”
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The AIRWAY•CAM Pocket Guide 
to Intubation, Richard M. Levitan, 
MD
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Straight to cuff 
with 35 degree
bend probably is 
best 

ACADEMIC EMERGENCY MEDICINE2006;13:1255 1258
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Contraindications 
to rocuronium?

Preoxygenation
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http://crashingpatient.com/resuscitation/airway/airway.htm/
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Is NRB the 
best? • Patient breathing adequately?

• NRB at 15 lpm?
• 70 – 80%

Much longer time to desat in the 
obese if you preoxygenate in 
sitting position (British Journal 
of Anaesthesia 2005 95(5):706-
709)

Weingart S. Preoxygenation and Prevention of Desaturation 
During Emergency Airway Management
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http://crashingpatient.com/resuscitation/airway/airway.htm/

Can’t Intubate/Can’t Ventilate or three 
failed attempts
Best Attempt Definition:
• Performed by a reasonably 

experienced laryngoscopist
• No significant muscle tone
• Use of optimal sniff position
• Use of external laryngeal manipulation
• One change in length of blade
• One change in type of blade

• http://www.rushemergencymedicine
.com/2011_site/index.php/lectures/s
how_lecture/airway_advanced
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Use a Bougie Every Time

Cricothyrotomy

What do you need?
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In summary…

• Mastery of basic airway anatomy will prove 
invaluable when things aren’t so 
straightforward.

• Plan and prepare for difficult airways.

• Apply these principles to traumatic airways 
that may have gross contamination or 
anatomic distortion.

• Remember the hardest step in performing a 
cricothyrotomy!
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