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Amanda Genaux joined the Life Sciences
Learning Center (LSLC) in June 2003 as a
technical associate. She has been affiliated with
the LSLC for many years, first as a high school
student in our Summer Science Academy. She
returned each summer to assist us in the lab,
and she also assisted us with many of our
Saturday Morning Science programs. Amanda
graduated from the University of Buffalo in May

2003 with a B.S. degree in biological sciences. Amanda has
developed  many  new activities for LSLC students.
     This past fall Amanda started a science club program at the
LSLC to bring hands-on lab experience to middle school age home
school students. Twelve students ages 11-14 met twice a month
in our new teaching lab and participated in activities covering a
range of life sciences topics, including a forensics day where
students investigated a mock crime scene set up in the lab.
Students also participated in a day trip to Montezuma Wildlife
Refuge to learn about ecology and water quality testing. Each
student also carried out an independent science investigation,
along with a lab partner. This program gave home school students
a chance to use high tech lab equipment they normally wouldn’t
have access to at home and the hands-on laboratories allowed

students to get involved in actively doing science that was exciting
to them. The fall program wrapped up with a science fair where
our students’ families had a chance to tour the lab, watch science
demonstrations presented by the students and view students’
posters describing their independent projects. We received positive
feedback from the home school families and are currently running
a second semester of this program with twice as many students
(two sections of home school science club now meet twice a
month). New activities include constructing model rockets followed
by a launch where students will learn to triangulate the altitude
of the rockets. Students will also participate in a field trip to Quest
for Knowledge at Laser Quest (an entertainment center for kids of
all ages to play laser tag) and where they will learn about lasers
.
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