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Oneida County Outreach 
“Where’s Lead Paint?” 

Script 

 

Actors:    Window 

(to be announced)   Door 

    Chipped and peeling paint 

    Lead dust 

    Doctor 

    Mom 

    Dad 

    Child 

    Contractor 

    Chorus 

 

Chipped and peeling paint comes out:  “I am chipped and peeling paint”  

Narrator: Chipped and peeling paint can be found inside and outside of homes.  Homes built before 

1978 run a higher risk of the paint containing lead.    

 

Lead dust comes out: “I am lead dust, I form when friction surfaces rub together” 

Narrator:  A fine leaded dust is produced when friction surfaces in the home rub together.  Lead dust 

looks like regular household dust, except it is poison.  Some examples of known friction surfaces 

producing lead dust are: 

 

Window comes out:  “I am a window, I have friction surfaces” 

Narrator: When windows are opened and closed, the window components, such as the sash, track, 

frame and sill rub together creating friction and produce a fine leaded dust.  



3 

 

Door comes out:  “I am a door, I have friction surfaces.” 

Narrator:  When doors have been painted with lead paint, opening and closing causes friction and 

produces a fine leaded dust.  It is namely this dust that when ingested by breathing or eating causes lead 

poisoning. Children poisoned by lead often do not look sick.  The only way to test for lead poisoning in 

children is to take them to: 

 

Doctor comes out:  “I am a doctor, I order blood tests.” 

Narrator: All children under the age of 6 should be tested for lead poisoning with a simple blood test.  

Children with high levels of lead may complain of headaches or stomach aches or may become very 

irritable and tired.  Lead poisoning can mimic flu like symptoms.  Your doctor can explain how important 

it is to have children from 6 month to 2 years tested to determine blood lead levels.    

 

Mom, Dad and Child comes out:  “We are having (child’s name) tested for lead poisoning. 

Narrator:  Children can become poisoned by putting their hands or other objects covered with leaded 

dust in their mouths, eating paint chips, tracking in soil that contains lead, or  

breathe in leaded dust, especially during renovations that disturb painted surfaces. One way to minimize 

ingesting lead dust is to make sure the whole family washes their hands before meals and before going 

to bed. 

      

SONG:  Wash, Wash, Wash Your Hands (sung to the tune of Row, Row, Row Your Boat) 

Wash, Wash, Wash our hands 

Play our handy game 

Rub and scrub, scrub and rub germs go down the drain HEY! 

 

Wash, Wash, Wash your hands 

Play our handy game 

Rub and scrub, scrub and rub dirt goes  

Down the drain HEY! 
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SONG:  Wash Your Hands (sung to the tune of When You’re Happy and You Know It) 

When you’ve washed your hands and you know it, clap your hands. (clap, clap) 

When you’ve washed your hands and you know it, clap your hands. (clap, clap) 

When you’ve washed your hands you know it then your healthy body will show it. 

When you’ve washed your hands and you know it, clap your hands. (clap, clap) 

 

Dad comes out:  I want to remodel my home. 

Narrator:  Lead dust is especially prevalent during renovations that disturb painted surfaces.  You should 

not begin any type of renovations without being trained in Lead Safe Work Practices.   You should never 

try to remove lead-based paint by yourself.  Hire a professional.  

 

Contractor comes out:  I have lead-safe training I can do the job safely. 

Narrator:  Contractors who are certified in Lead-Safe Work Practices know the correct and safest way to 

reduce contamination from surfaces covered with lead paint.   Infants, children and pregnant women 

should not be in the home while renovations and repairs are under way. 

 

Mom and Dad come out:   Let’s clean this dust, it might contain lead. 

Narrator:  For your own protection and to save leaded dust from flying around from room to room, 

clean one room at a time.  Close doors to each room, close windows as you clean them.  Use gloves on 

your hands, rags you can throw away and two rag type mops.  Mop/wipe down all surfaces with the 

cleaning solution, let it dry.  Clean your bucket and wipe all surfaces a second time with new wet 

rags/mops.  Do not use cleaning solution for the clean rinse. 

      

Song:  This Is The Way We Clean Our Home  (sung to Here We Go Round The Mulberry Bush) 

This is the way we wash our floors 

Wash our floors 

Wash our floors 

This is the way we wash our floors 
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To keep our homes lead safe 

 This is the way we clean our home 

Clean our home 

Clean our home 

This is the way we clean our home 

To keep our homes lead safe 

 

Narrator:  Where is lead paint? 

 

Kids response:  EVERY WHERE! 

 

Actors come out to be introduced and take a bow.  
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Oneida County Outreach 
“Where’s Lead Paint?” 

Boonville Production Press Release 

 

MOHAWK VALLEY COMMUNITY ACTION AGENCY, INC. 

Media Release 

June 2, 2008 For Immediate Release 

BOONVILLE - The children of Mohawk Valley Community Action Agency’s Head Start 

program will present an original play, “Where’s the Lead?,” at 9:45 a.m. Wednesday, June 18, in the 

Boonville Town Hall at 13149 Route 12. 

Community Action has received a New York State Health Foundation grant to launch lead 

awareness and education programs this year in Boonville and Camden.  These activities are part of a year-

long project in partnership with the University of Rochester’s Environmental Health Sciences Center to 

support community efforts to prevent lead poisoning in three New York counties with high rates of lead 

poisoning. 

Terry Green, MVCAA Rural Preservation Manager, said, “We want to drive home the message to 

parents that lead can harm their children. We decided the best way to do that was through the children. 

Families enjoy seeing their children in a play.” 

MVCAA will work with the University of Rochester Environmental Health Sciences Center and 
local leaders to set up educational programs to identify and prevent lead contamination. 

Boonville Village Mayor Michael Kramer welcomed the lead education initiative. Lead “is a 

problem for everyone,” he said. 

Lead poisoning is a health risk for children under six years old, the age group served by Head 

Start. It can damage their central nervous systems, kidneys and reproductive systems and can result in 

lower IQs for affected children. 

For many years, lead was a common ingredient in paint, and as time passed, the paint chipped 
or was ground into dust by friction or sanding. Lead-contaminated dust, soil, or paint chips may be 
swallowed by children, causing elevated blood lead levels and lasting damage to their health. The 
federal government banned lead paint in 1978, but even when leaded paint has been painted over by 
non-leaded paint, it may pose a hazard.   

Cathe Bullwinkle, who coordinates lead research for the Oneida County Health Department, said 
Boonville and Camden have many old homes with a potential for high levels of lead from dust, soil and 
flaking paint. 

MVCAA has a special vacuum cleaner it will loan to families to remove existing lead from their 
homes.  

More than 25 children from the classes of Erin Taft and Jill Bator will take part in the play in 
roles ranging from parents to contractors to lead chips. 

Musical numbers will be accompanied on guitar by MVCAA the housing program’s Assistant 
Manager Mary VanValkenburgh, and MVCAA Deputy Director Rick Weltz will be the narrator. 

 

 

Camden Head Start will present the play later this year. 
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Oneida County Outreach 
“Where’s Lead Paint?” 

Boonville production photographs 
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Oneida County Outreach 
“Where’s Lead Paint?” 

Post Production Evaluation – How Much Do You Know About Lead? 
 

Name:   ___________________________________________________________ 
Address: __________________________________________________________ 
 

1. All children under the age of 6 should be tested for lead poisoning? 
True _________ False__________ 
 

2. Where might you find friction surface? 
a. Outdoors 
b. In your car 
c. Indoors/windows & doors 
d. On a carpet 

 
3. A home built before ___________ is very likely to contain lead-based paint.  

a. 1929 
b. 1978 
c. 1945 
d. 1963 

 
4. Who can safely perform renovations in your home? 

a. Yourself 
b. Landlords 
c. Contractors trained in Lead Safe Work Practices 
d. Real Estate Agents 

 
5. Which of the following do you think would be one of the most important things to prevent a 

child from ingesting leaded dust? 
a. Washing his/her face 
b. Washing his/her hands 
c. Blowing his/her nose 
d. None of the above 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Please complete the following:  
 
1. How old is your home? ______________years 
2. Have you done any renovations in your home? _______yes _______no 
3. Have your children been tested for lead? _______yes _______no  
4. Will you be looking for more information concerning lead-based paint? _______yes _______no  
5. Do you feel the information you received today will be beneficial to your family/? If so, why? 

 ______________________________________________________________________________
 ______________________________________________________________________________
 ______________________________________________________________________________
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Chemung County Outreach 
Community Events 

 
Downtown Farmer’s Market – July 2008 (left)  

Strong Kids Safe Kids – August 2008 (right) 
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Chemung County Outreach 
Church Bulletins 
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Chemung County Outreach 
Media Coverage 
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Cayuga County Outreach 
Lead Resource Center 
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Cayuga County Outreach 
“Stomp the Lead Out” 

Door-to-door Outreach Event Photos 
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Cayuga County Outreach 
“Stomp the Lead Out” 

Door-to-door Outreach Press Release 

 

For Immediate Release:  

Contact: Renee Jensen, Community Educator of Environmental Issues  

Cornell Cooperative Extension Cayuga County 315-255-1183.  

Group to Reach Out to Residents and Property Owners on Lead Hazards  

On Friday, November 14th, there will be a Lead Outreach event organized by Cornell Cooperative Extension of 

Cayuga County, with support from the University of Rochester and funding from the New York State Health 

Foundation. Cornell Cooperative Extension’s goal is to help parents in Cayuga County protect their children from 

lead poisoning by providing them with information and resources about lead. This event will be hosted in the 

Orchard Street neighborhood, where some of the residences have been directly affected by the lead issue. During the 

Lead Outreach event, a diverse group including the Cayuga County Health Department Lead Coordinator, BOCES 

New Visions Medical Students and BOCES New Visions Environmental Students will conduct door to door 

education in the Orchard Street neighborhood in the City of Auburn. These teams will evaluate the exterior of 

homes, educate tenants, and provide resources on how to address lead hazards. Cornell Cooperative Extension of 

Cayuga County has sent letters to area property owners inviting them to participate in the outreach event; these 

letters contained information about the dangers of lead to their tenants’ children, and resources available for fixing 

lead hazards.  

The major sources of lead exposure among U.S. children are lead-based paint and lead-contaminated dust found in 

housing built before 1978. Lead dust may enter homes from deterioration of older paint, renovation in older homes, 

or soil brought in from outside. Any sort of friction can create lead dust, even if the lead paint is covered over; this 

dust is then ingested by children in normal hand to mouth behaviors. The most hazardous areas are windows, 

porches, and doors where friction and impact can create invisible lead dust.  

Lead poisoning is most serious for children six years and younger because the brain and the nervous system are still 

developing. Lead poisoning affects virtually every system in the body, and often occurs with no distinctive 

symptoms. Lead can damage a child's central nervous system, kidneys, and reproductive system. Even low levels of 

lead are harmful and are associated with decreased intelligence, impaired neurobehavioral development, decreased 

growth, and impaired hearing.  

Lead poisoning is preventable, and this door to door educational program will provide landlords and tenants with the 

information needed to help make their homes lead safe.  
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Cayuga County Outreach 
“Stomp the Lead Out” 

Door-to-door Outreach Media Coverage 
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Cayuga County Outreach 
“Stomp the Lead Out” 

Door-to-door Outreach Media Coverage 


