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Session Overview

Brief review of RI lead data

Overview of KIDSNET, Rhode Island’s 

integrated child health information

Describe how KIDSNET is used by community

partners to promote lead screening and follow-up

Discussion of partnerships with other state

agencies



RI Elevated Lead Prevalence Rates
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RI Lead Screening Rates
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What is KIDSNET?

A Public Health Program –

not an electronic medical record

Integrated Child Health Information System 

for maternal and child health programs

Facilitates the collection and appropriate

sharing of health data by authorized users

for the provision of timely and appropriate

preventive health services and follow up



KIDSNET Vision and Mission

Vision: All RI children receive appropriate 

and timely preventive healthcare as a result of 

access to and utilization of comprehensive 

data on preventive health services by 

authorized users.

Mission: KIDSNET facilitates the collection 

and appropriate sharing of health data with 

healthcare providers, parents, MCH programs 

and other child service providers for the 

provision of timely and appropriate preventive 

health services and follow up.



KIDSNET Partner Programs

Universal:

Newborn

Developmental Risk 

Newborn Bloodspot

Screening

Newborn Hearing

Assessment

Immunization

Childhood Lead

Poisoning

Vital Records

Child Outreach

Targeted:

WIC

Early

Intervention

Home Visiting

Birth Defects

Cedar (Medicaid

care coordination)

Healthy Weight

Asthma

Early Childhood

Developmental

Screening

Foster Care

Head Start



KIDSNET Users

Medical Care Providers

Maternal  & Child
Health Programs 

Head Start and 
Child Care Agencies

Schools/Child Outreach

Home Visitors 

Certified Lead Centers 

Audiologists

Managed Care
Organizations

Early Intervention

WIC

CEDARR Centers



Who can access what data?

Access is granted on a need to know basis

Programs, not KIDSNET, determine who 
can access their program data

Parents are informed at several time points and
may “opt out” of display of their child’s information

Display is blocked if parental notification letter is
returned as undeliverable

Signed consent is not obtained except at the
program levels where the program is required or
prefers to get signed consent



Births from January 1,1997 and later

Records initiated at birth or first

contact with KIDSNET Program

Hybrid data model (warehouse vs. complete)

Lead data are warehoused

Files uploaded to KIDSNET from Lead Database 

Records are updated after services are

received from direct data entry or electronic

file submission from programs and providers

KIDSNET Data Capture



What about HIPAA?

• The Privacy Rule expressly permits public 

health information (PHI) to be shared for 

specified public health purposes….. Further, 

the Privacy Rule permits covered entities to 

make disclosures that are required by other 

laws, including laws that require disclosures for 

public health purposes. 

KIDSNETKIDSNET



State Law

• The Confidentiality of Health Care 

Communications and Information Act  permits 

release or transfer of confidential health care 

information without consent “between and 

among qualified personnel and health care 

providers within the health care system for 

purposes of coordination of health care 

services….”

KIDSNETKIDSNET



KIDSNET Lead Data Uses

KIDSNET can be used to look at
information for an individual child

KIDSNET can be used to look at
subpopulations of children on reports

Children never lead screened 

Children overdue for 2nd lead screening

KIDSNET can generate files to be used
by partners to match their lead screening
records to focus outreach 

KIDSNET Lead data can help prioritize
services





KIDSNET Partners with Lead Reports

Primary care providers

Linked to practice when immunization is submitted

Other partners that submit enrollment data

Home Visiting

Early Intervention

WIC

Cedar Centers (Medicaid Special Needs Care Coordination)

Head Start











Partnership with MCOs

MCO sends file of 
members with no 
evidence of screening 
in their database

KIDSNET returns 
file with lead 
screening history 
from all sources

MCO can target 
lead screening 
outreach more 
precisely

Unscreened

More children screened –
High National Committee 
for Quality Assurance 
(NCQA) quality ratings for 
RI MCOs



Partnership with Dept. of 
Education Child Outreach

School districts provide developmental
screening for all 3-5 year old children
Hearing

Vision

Speech-language

Social Emotional

General Cognitive   

Child Outreach database was built into
KIDSNET

High risk, including lead >5 µg/dL can
be prioritized







Partnership with Dept. of 
Children, Youth and Families

DCYF has on-line access to KIDSNET

Developed a KIDSNET user guide

Instructions to provide lead screening page

printout to foster parent and new PCP

Describes elevated lead and gives contact

information for state lead poisoning

prevention program

Developed on-line training for DCYF





Partnership with WIC -
in development  

WIC can access KIDSNET immunization page 
without leaving the WIC information system

Provide basic information regarding whether 
WIC Programs should screen children for Lead

Modify the immunization page made available to 
the WIC programs - add two indicators:

Initial Lead Screen Due: YES would appear if 
they met the criteria for needing a screen

Second Screening Due: YES would appear if the 
child met the criteria for needing a second 
screen





Questions?



Ellen Amore

KIDSNET Manager

Center for Health Data and Analysis

Rhode Island Department of Health

ellen.amore@health.ri.gov


