
Educators found MAAPS to be “easy to
understand, feasible…useful and
effective.” Students whose educators
worked with the MAAPS program had
better outcomes in terms of academic
participation, social skills, and behaviors
as compared to students whose
educators did not use MAAPS.

We developed MAAPS to provide support
around the goals that educators
and parents said were most
important for students.
Then research team
members used collaborative
coaching with educators to help
them create plans that would address
these important goals in the classroom.

Educators, administrators, & parents

We studied how to best support educators
who have students with autism spectrum
disorder (ASD) in their classrooms to use
practices that research has shown to be
effective.

ROCHESTER RESEARCH ROUNDUP
MODULAR APPROACH FOR AUTISM PROGRAMMING

IN SCHOOLS (MAAPS)
Conducted at University of Rochester, May Institute, and University of South Florida

It is important that students and
educators have access to supports that let
them address student needs on an
individual basis. This project identified
one possible way to make that happen.

WHY did you study it?

W H A T ' S  N E X T ?

Repeat this process with more students and
educators to make sure it works with other groups.

This was one small study!

WHAT did you study?

visit us at  http://golisano.urmc.edu/dbp

HOW did you study it?

WHAT did you find?

WHY does it matter?

Find ways to sustain the coaching procedures
without the need for research staff.

feel school teams struggle to support
students with ASD. Schools may need
training or other resources. We wanted to
see if MAAPS would work to support
educators and improve student outcomes.

http://golisano.urmc.edu/dbp
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Families of young children with different
disabilities are often asked to participate
in interventions for their children. We
studied the strategies that were most
effective at keeping parents involved in
these kinds of programs.

Conducted at University of Rochester, Drexel University, University of California at
Davis, University of California Los Angeles, and University of Pennsylvania

When parents are involved in their
child’s treatment, it results in
improvements in the child’s and
family's overall well-being. Using
effective strategies for parent
engagement 1) can help guide
clinicians in family interactions and 2)
can help us understand how to work
with parents who are underrepresented.

Programs occur at home or in the
community
Parents are paired with a peer for
shared learning, guidance, and support
There is less oversight and more
praise from a provider

Thirty-five articles met criteria for answering
their main research question: What
engagement strategies kept parents
actively involved in the treatment program?

ROCHESTER RESEARCH ROUNDUP
PARENT ENGAGEMENT STRATEGIES REVIEW

W H A T ' S  N E X T ?
Identifying engagement strategies that meet the diverse needs
of families and studying their effectiveness

visit us at  http://golisano.urmc.edu/dbp

WHAT did you find?

WHY does it matter?

Future studies should use parent engagement strategies as part
of the intervention, because previous work shows how important
it is to keep families involved

Parents are more likely to continue their
participation in research programs when:

Future studies should clearly describe whether they use engagement
strategies, what they are, and how families – especially those with
diverse income and education levels – benefit from the use of those
strategies.

WHAT did you study? HOW did you study it?
Researchers reviewed articles
(published between 1/1/2000 and
7/1/2016) that included a focus
on parent engagement strategies.

http://golisano.urmc.edu/dbp
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Families of young children with different
disabilities are often asked to participate
in interventions for their children. We
studied the strategies that were most
effective at keeping parents involved in
these kinds of programs.

Conducted at University of Rochester, Drexel University, University of California at
Davis, University of California Los Angeles, and University of Pennsylvania

When parents are involved in their
child’s treatment, it results in
improvements in the child’s and
family's overall well-being. Using
effective strategies for parent
engagement 1) can help guide
clinicians in family interactions and 2)
can help us understand how to work
with parents who are underrepresented.

Future studies should clearly describe whether they use engagement
strategies, what they are, and how families – especially those with
diverse income and education levels – benefit from the use of those
strategies.

Programs occur at home or in the
community
Parents are paired with a peer for
shared learning, guidance, and support
There is less oversight and more
praise from a provider

Thirty-five articles met criteria for answering
their main research question: What
engagement strategies kept parents
actively involved in the treatment program?

AIR-B RESEARCH ROUNDUP
PARENT ENGAGEMENT STRATEGIES REVIEW

Identifying engagement strategies that meet the diverse needs
of families and studying their effectiveness

Future studies should use parent engagement strategies as part
of the intervention, because previous work shows how important
it is to keep families involved

Researchers reviewed articles
(published between 1/1/2000 and
7/1/2016) that included a focus
on parent engagement strategies.

W H A T ' S  N E X T ?

visit us at  http://golisano.urmc.edu/dbp

WHAT did you find?

WHY does it matter?
Parents are more likely to continue their
participation in research programs when:

WHAT did you study? HOW did you study it?

http://golisano.urmc.edu/dbp



