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LQTS: Genes & Channels



QT Prolongation & Torsades de Pointes

 Congenital LQTS

 Acquired LQTS

 Drugs

 Bradycardia

 Hypokalemia

 CHF & LVH
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Drugs Withdrawn for TdP

Drug Class Date Withdrawn

Terfenadine Antihistamine Feb 1998

Sertindole Antipsychotic Dec 1998

Astemizole Antihistamine Jun  1999

Grepafloxacin Antibiotic Nov  1999

Cisapride GI Prokinetic July  2000
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The most common prescriptions used after LQTS 

diagnosis in 167  patients

Antibiotics 57 (34%)

Antidepressants 20 (12%)

Antifungals 17 (10%)

PPI 25 (15%)
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The content of this slide may be subject to copyright: please see the slide notes for details.

When doctors prescribe a drug with an IKr blocking activity, or any other 

QT prolonging action, to patients affected by the long QT syndrome they 

are in essence presenting them with a potential time bomb which may, or 

may not explode in a near or distant future.   
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